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MEMORANDUM FOR NASA SPACE SHUTTLE SAFETY PANEL 
 
FROM:   FalconSAT-2 Program Shuttle Safety Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  Power Subsystem and Inhibit Scheme 
 
 
I have conducted a thorough inspection of the FalconSAT-2 power subsystem and inhibit subsystem and 
certify both subsystems are in accordance with approved design drawings and specifications.  As 
configured, the RF transmitter is prevented from receiving power from the FS-2 battery before separation 
from the PES through the incorporation of 4 electrical inhibits.  These inhibits prevent battery power from 
being supplied to the RF transmitter during all phases of flight, prior to FS-2 deployment from the Orbiter 
PLB.  The inhibits are included in both the positive and negative leg of the battery and the combination 
provide for the “Un-powered Bus Exception” as defined by NSTS 1700.7B, para. 201.1c(3). 
 
 

 
 
 
PETER M. VAN WIRT                   
FalconSAT-2 Program 
Shuttle Safety Officer                  
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